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Part 17

State Government 
charged WAPC with 

determining applications 
because it is the trusted 

decision-maker on 
planning matters.



Westfield Booragoon – 20th

determination



Part 17 to 
date

20 significant 
developments approved

$2.66 billion worth of 
projects

More than 14,000 jobs

Six under construction/ 
complete



Part 17 –
Approved 
projects



Part 17 
Legislation

 Purpose and intent of LPS
 Need to ensure orderly and proper 

planning, preservation of locality 
amenity

 Need to facilitate development in 
response to the economic effects of 
COVID-19 pandemic – ongoing

 Relevant State planning policies and 
any other relevant Commission 
policies
 Environment Protection Act 1986



Variations usually 
requested when: 

underlying scheme 
already allowed

variation 
consistent with 
existing master 

plan

variation 
consistent with 
draft scheme 
amendment 



Discretion – The numbers

Of 20 approved applications:
• 75% involved variations to 

development requirements under 
existing local planning scheme 

• 80% planning schemes already 
permitted discretion

• Another 2 consistent with draft 
amendments to schemes



Pre-lodgement

• With LG for early 
feedback

• Also filters out 
proposals not suited 
to pathway



Design review
To date, design has been a 
major consideration in the 20 
determinations – and through 
close collaboration with the 
State Design Review Panel –
benchmarks for design 
excellence have been 
established to support 
developers



Community 
engagement

• Work with LG to 
match

• E.g. Sorrento co-
consult



Engagement –
Location visits
• One on one 

meetings with 
locals

• Site visits, meet 
with LG

• Walk site with 
applicant

• WAPC meetings to 
be held in the 
South West

• Paul Needham, City of 
Busselton (obscured), and SDAU 
planners receive a site tour from 
the applicant for the Smiths 
Beach DA.



Part 17 Reports

• Try to comprehensively address all 
matters raised in key themes –
including LG submissions

• LG comment comprehensively 
considered, along with others’ 

• Where SDAU takes different view, 
rationale provided  



Part 17 Extension
• Last June, pathway re-
opened to end-2023

• Responding to 
industry pressures, new 
ability to apply for 
extension to substantial 
commencement



LESSONS LEARNED 
– Time taken

• Mean (not 
average) 
• Lodgement to 
determination - 176 
days / 5.5 months
• Faster start for 
shovel-ready 
projects



Balancing 
interests

• Requests from LG 
extension to provide 
feedback

With 

• Requests from applicant 
group to reach outcome



What Comes Next?

• State Referral Coordination Unit
• Replacement for Part 17



Thank you
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